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7/3/60 



Dear Jerry, 



^hle has 1 b en auoh a orzay, mixed-up, fast veek that last week eeema far in the past* 
There waa one ni(sht entirely without sleep and another of but two hours, whioh I 
enjoyed tramanduously, for they aocompllahed things; there waa the loaa of eertaln 
documental ro^rd aa l ayi r t tant I shall now hawe to spend hours locating again In the 
hope the people who process them will not again make the same '*mlatak»**; the heeti 
which helps the weeds grow, with their height discouraging the beautiful birds 
whose Tlslta are always an^aply-momlng delight;^ other Interniptlofts .In that 
which I want most to be now doing* And over all the problem presented by Ineptateln 
end hla book. Not the problem of the ompetltlon but that of its weaknesa 
the ham it does * nd hla weekaosa and the ham he can do. 

' " k 

On •Today” Friday ho wea lllo. yesterday^ a unrefrigerated mllktoast* I hope he -v 
succeedo In oTotdlng all faturo public appearancea, he Is* by neltbs^ makeup \ 
nor knowledge of hly subject oqusl to them* \ 

\\ 1 » 

The focus on hla book, which la ewen more vulnewble then his crltlcc undorstend, 
has givon mo a little, rcjpito that I*m trying to use* it will, 1 believe^ soon* 

The problem lo to not spend my time in the negotlbe, defending myself and fithsra 
working In the field by def ending him, but /to work ponltlToly. Does \t soui^ like 
Q slogan? I thlcuw I tan beglniiing to work out a solution* It will rs quire atj^versal 
of positions to ^at they were before It began to boo® ea though cirltlca of tbo Report 
are on the defensive* This la wrong* it la the ^port that will to dr.fertded* 

I do not for one womcat believe LOJk will accept my oiellerr.a. Rather - b(?lli ^9 
they will ignore It.^^onetheleas 1 m /prensrinF for occoptpnco, ’^Ith the int<»rut1 on 
of unlmj thfUft arterial elisewhero when 1X>0^I does not want It. It will bo not a dettoaa 
of Dpnteln b*it o vigorous attack where ha fumbled and retreated* I expect the epbor^^ 
tunlty in leae thon throe waake end will let you know, if I con, In advinco of tha 'i' 
sxpoctntiona* I am using two :{«hlng 0 : A radio eppoorenco on a large station and an- . 
other Harwood piece, this tlmo by o UPl writer named Fox, e piece about ae long As 
Harwoodho, that waon’t used In any' Washington paper. Fcrtunstely, thi- WO Tooted 
Arien r.pector, the bote noir of t>8 magical bullet, and he wn., as y:>u might : / 
expect, aa wrong end as lnexcusol>ly wrong ea e nan occustoerd to getting away 
with murder cen be. 1 ha\e wrlttiSn a polite and limited lettr^r to e vloo pre^Slgent of 
Ufl to whom 1 gova e copy of e month ago ^nd hnva, with too Mny Intorrup- 

tiona, complsted the flrat ^oi/.r thousand words of documentation of this error,* eddresa- 
sd to /the Blngle thing tho^t; 1/j central in the Report and In Bpstain’a waatebss’, the 
magic bullet. ' ^ ‘ i | v l 



/ 






It/ la not easy to answer yltebel^ a /attack, especially after Epstein himself ac/oiow- 
ledges the Justice ofm^^jsnopif some of it, 4iich he did, to overyono^a detriment* It 
waa not eaoy when I rujifiied Ihto the letter 'to LOOK as aoon aa 1 got homo from the 
other Nebel* It was, .Iri fact, as I\ could unldorntand it, not possible to do within 
the time I hod, one off the reasons I atoizediUpon the letter, which is alao m otto ck 
rather than a defense J I hope Itf could do whet you wanted. I regret not hinrlng hpd 
the op^rtunlty of reading Kaabsl befbre being John, for with the spoken word It Id 



much coaler 
story, which 



r than with, the wrltt/a^ to make 'reapofaoe* If you lacued xay letter as a 
ch la what-i ^ Intended, will you pleeae' send me a few copies as soon a 



have th®nv ( Alao anj^r extra copies of the TIME5 ifbvlcr.? you may flud^ plooaa*; 



83 you 






r 



] 









'/ 



i: 



a 



The oaor aleepleso nleJit was a ploag,jre. For a lonr !•„ s 

aoj xittle It l6, and because I ne ded the spnce to^iwrn.^-,,1"® money, no mnt*er 
^ p^chaaer was just finl3bln<; loodlnK It ten I Jot tte ?lr"+ coadltlona. 

oall frcr, Oaliforaio. ~t m-s, I believe Vedna,Lr«fC P°ono 

I^noe ^TTltor with an into - eat but only slight ioiowled^ 9 ^r?h ° ^®“ 

bom In corrospondencs. Ho has read -'e linvo 

iJatoh. Then the cell from tto nodorator. T/e anoke n Jm? awaneo It. 

theyM ll^co to u^je me for about 10 minuteo 1 ^ "thoueht 

end Whatever fomat. r/ell, elSsrar^oree ««® 

etepted « spsctocaljir lon'ornanco v*ioh I pathared fr«J**h anltchboord 

the nudtan.ee. First ha told* them it v/as juL^ on J]1 tailing 

Pe':e--bl.d e reU*.l^ovr«Ud Chris imaa treL^tf 

md ercltlr-c hU nudlcnco by ropeating he haj exp^Jt- to me 

but ten nlnutc-o, h<- tired no fer tvio imin+Aww, ''°, ^ ®’-i“ a> ted Tor 

newaonat ?r.d hsir-hcu.ily coi aroi ^ls). Betreen^^h® ** 

Clsnced at the to.-.Ic, plwno ov dlakrlta.SJ^ „ 

(eattln.:r the promise kh-et vpuld be taten care of”^arl*^ tb^ i'ranelscO 

oor-lrs he n^r.t u. nil hlr co ^ T!, Ta 2 ^ th*>t 

they*d cat seed, fvnch nmtorM ‘from iJi ^hrtTSo?JJs® 

wowld^notVlovi'L'^o'Si^" 5 idari^n“'J^ «^^aehJ.nG). Bvi ^tsaln. h, 

?SLn hSiTdo;?.?r^’ s?sr“ 

j.., ei; i wiae awa.k:6« 

Them^l^sn altteu,h I h..d >n rn H,r.^ rna .->„rtod b.^o':rs 

^..at ,;ofak «e uad 46 nail orders, a runbor '-t trlbutabla to 
'•.^a^Uibio lai iftytion, Publlchera* "’oe’cly lid use part of 
oh ahoulu lislp with the booVatorao, fni the .Istrilmtcro 
with » flub Ppfn'*' ■‘^1* until tholr bookHtoros come after than 

in mr ;:“ 1 mnde !ne at ABA, there hod be-n vlnualiy no distribution 

la fir- for the Kebel show. *dio is -^opulor Llbrer^f, b- tV.- f^“ 

SSloo ?£^ ^'evlew. Which eppBwatly lost fch^'co^y'l sent 

aael stent -w^ad for two aloo, '.Tie letter was frorr. Nell .Cofitm, 

dlstnte-cJ t v! oook-revl^ editor. I P.Tf?ewtlr t.e; c; a Jbirridolphin 

but thrlcc l^rU.t bt ,‘ f ;f distributor on Thursday prtulso to phone ono, 

fludiamca ( thesa'^in -nitf'** £*3^8 proaiBe««.J\lext weok I eddreaa my Tlrst colioge 
uoaslblf ^ wao a8.»(» jub to cone r '’optcrabor no.T tblnldr.^ 

^ii:*Jaer yeaalou also) and some Ho tartans you s^>e8k Jo yo^ . 

station ^asLlngton baa been spealdiig to VTAx.4a^ tho -Maerlcan '^nl varsity 

i JT^- t-,, 

nbnnn ^ Up,, ...illy \«>rd or rumors frmn KYHovlew *r Llim:, both c" whom 

phone ^ oad both of v/hom, like SatRev, had conies tboy didn’t 

JttltS?L“M?‘ "m wteth of -hom lnte.r^.owed, but chccfie'of" “ 

on a ^ althoufH they doollacd e mouth o.to... Anther hour 

with th^ o~nSwi®“ P^i-ara docn...Sthel Levine r >tumdd the m of Duticus Inaueat 
SJ^d o them...But on my returr. frem thet ^feblch Hebei I 

Times “thet‘?h“v^^^“* Fred CJrahsra confirming my onalysia of the situation at the 
also h«d e c- 5 ~>r^nV^^*- problan of *h-?lr own provlous poslbicns. He 

Ihlj Carnot iuquest. ^t reads, -The Ttoee Jteeazlno p.oplo tall me 

publication ^^y Icnow whther it will be aoceptod for 

p Diicallon elsoBhere. I hope you* hov© luck with the Soturdey Evenlns toot, bit 



* 1 ' -’F-. TUi. p,.^t ^ 

•'■O '’® of unlotomainii 
Voj«a,v7'dioh 3 
I clofiply do not* Tbay apparent. 
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if aot, Vue.7 would like to see your inaDuacript." quite the sama ar^TOooh 

ee the review. Is ItV I replied seyins ihe pslce uot e.aewtore in tho ns hut nr 

is in aimoe, that it .was one of o series, end I’ve not yet Vsord rhether 
uont M to'e-'-huit it. I didn't eend it by rotura raell on purpose. Tto Poet ratur^d i 
It ia edletcly because Ap- leton, to whoa I seat It r'Cvaouialli', la no loncw there. 
Thor have not yot responded to my poropoaal of three weeta aco uhat 
It of ’HITB^ASn in the ctatext or the recent “uprema oourt aaoisions, b.ach le 
in the ond of April, forecostins these decisions us tho bcok os aosa, In a previous 
to Ap-leton» 

I {juess this Ic slraecy lone eno.gh to be a fui-thar shuao of la 

othera hrv.- so Rsnerously used for m. But it bringe you up to date. If l^s 

ohv rlor.on for me to be in MT. 1 have to be in Phils., .Mch is half usy, on tho 20th 

ond possibly on the 2lBt...lf your wli’a liked the ecrrl^s, hrvr 

any ^hers you know who nlebt like them, with or without the tiepto, ^ for the 

tiepin 'Tith or vrl thout the earrinee. Sally seemed to like hers... iier futho* did 

strong review for Tho hotlonal Guardian, vihicL, llkt tho Tiiicr., ooss ei^a n; 

bSs. I can uoo an:; «ctre copies of any reviewo that coat you ™ 

ti .6 to .-et. 0*nioa of your piece vere<%nite eficctnve ui -orope, even 

h'^ye led 'to nothlnft. I'm atlll giving tiKii out, oic osil.; vheru lb-. ‘ 

one cf us. Doht throw rny oxtrea out. I'm dovm to only niuo copies... ..io hi ^ 

•i;ie cndr.rfdl. printer yet, but by now I've got about o oixtu o. ctll put f. .^ide 
fov him* XJndeT the clrcximstHnc^*, I am ii^ ^ppy a bout taic*#*#oivO ^ 
thingr la that no cno has yet Been hoe .nrnWAim ud:«33e9 Itoelf to tfc.e crisis 
in cr«UhnitT.*" rvA problarae* 2bcoept the piibUeborB, tlibi. iL,**.ir ,,01 

gqt e frof cony of Lorenz’ s^On/i b<jrio.if it. i.var.tutlly 

ll;'e to o-.y it . la » wondorfol (piy, if you 'mo'-r hie eorXlar writing. hopi you 
viZ'cy i>- "-r It rrvr rroeb mo re about neople and current society toon -bout 

anisvijo. ^ '"tah T could ofl'-r to review it, but ^ really ^la.ci .el:c .:io tluf . t 
is^w two weeks nlnoe I did any writing on tho Boquel, ihreo -3ie^lo, 
iiipo’-t(-it rffht no* 5r ^pye other than as a sequel. I've xetlly got sone r.>.i ^ xh»n 
sbSkiii stuff, .‘nlmele, eapecially cseaae, are one of ^ specroltioo. I hsv^ 
pen- draft of a book -Osknr Tho Human 00086“ that repuiree, r Coax, o^XoAAie 
eliti-tc; by cso-ocne wi.th « llrhl touch ond wutm heert, and, a Ual. dozen c-hcr 
bo ica on score In ▼□rlouo stages# 

Ginoeroly^ 
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I hove now finished a careful exanln^ tlou of the iCiaebel pi ce# There Is not e siiif^e 
element that can survive# Even v.here Epstein is wrong, as with howftend and the 
autopsy, Knebel is mors wrong. He does ail the things of which he eoeusea Epstein, 
^loudln,-: the elimination of evidenoe not to hla liking, end he quotes the 
Com:ia*ion where it mlsouotes its own evidence. I hops now to ^croplete n rou^h draft 
of o l(^.n^/:thy eaawer this week, but the final font or any potential maos use ore not 
now clca^ to me. 

It also seems as though Khebel llhelled me, aside from pretending I do not erist. 

In the second column of page 66: ^^These are sensHtionRi chargoa.yar.y of thorn, of 
course, , hove bem advanced previously by lurid and irresponsible writers...*’ 

Sunday night i. had a telephone orl 1 from Callfornis vdil.ch reported receipt of 8 
Xeroxed copy of fbr June with a picture of JFK from the reed^ end e eoptlon 

/ indicating his ouit was not in suffiolant disarray for the bullet to hnve punctured 
it six inohea down ond to hr v« entez^d the neck. The coxjy I have has no such picture 
^ llluetratlnr. the review. Ai^suming my information is correct, we? there then 

/ one edition of BOOKS? If not, shall 1 seek a copy of the Xeroxl.ng*/ 

t 
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